ALPINA ROADSTERS

2 OO0-Mie test

ALPINA ROADSTER S

ou learn a lot about a car

from the comments of others

- egpecidly the negatives.

It'srare for any car to escape

some sort of scathing attack from the

highly opinionated professional auto-

motive nit-pickers we employ here -

but this Alpina Roadster S is one of

them. In seven months and just over

12,000 miles, scores of positives
replaced the moans.

Some of our testers thought the

black padding on the dashboard

ruined the style of the BMW origind,

FINAL REPORT

which has a long, sweeping dash of
plasti-metal. Others thought the
wheels a little tasteless - too big, too
dished, atacky design, not suited to the
car. Same goes for the traditional
Alpina blue and green gtitching and
interior badgework - atad brash. And
there were colleagues who thought the
ride too hard and unsophisticated, the
steering too lacking in road fed: over-
light, not communicative enough and
over-assisted.

All bar the last two are matters of
personal taste, S0 we can mention them
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and quickly move on. And little things
like awvkwardly-placed window switches
are BMW's problem, not Alpinas. For
me, the steering was the only areayou
could am real criticism at, and that's
not to say it'sbad. Far fromit. It'sdirect,
easy to use and perfectly adequate for
99 per cent of norma driving. But
when you're pushing on, driving the
thing to the very limit, you fed you
could use more feedback and resist-
ance. And the ride - wdl, it lacks the
artistry of a Lotus Elise, but so does
every other car ontheroad. Mogt, when

pushed, thought the ride hard but not
uncomfortable and admitted that they
didn't redly notice it. And unless you
were ared drifting hero, you wouldn't
noticethelack of adippery dff, ether.
That's the problem with long-terra
tests. The reports tend to concentrate
on the negatives. But let's be aydd
clear about this: when you fired up the
Roadster's glorious burbling sraight
sx and blipped thethrottle once, dl the
negatives disappeared. Never - not
once - in dl the non-rainy days | drove
this car from hometo work and back, or



on longer trips, did | fal to lower the
rodf. It would beasin not to appreciate
this engine and its exhaust note.
Regular readers may have noticed
that the vagaries of magazine produc-
tion mean that I've introduced another
cx - a Subaru Legacy 30R Spec B -
before saying goodbye to this one. It
sys alot that | gill miss the Alpina
Roadder S profoundly, even with such
aglendid and entertaining car as a
replacement. And what | miss most is
whet the wizards at Alpina do best -
the 3.4-litre, 300bhp straight-six
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Top came down at every
opportunity; no rain
meant no roof

engine. Thehead and mogt of theinter-
nals are Alpina - polished and honed
by world-class engineers, taking some
origind BMW components and
improving them, or constructing
Alpina-designed parts from scratch.
What you're Ieft with is an engine that
must be counted as one of the best in
the world - powerful, torquey (2761b ft,
and lots of it available low down in the
rev range) and incredibly efficient.

The sound at cold idle isrough - a
sort of grumbling burble, louder than
you expect, cammy and mechanical, ¢

Glorious 3.4-litre straight six develops
| 300bhp and 276lb ft of torque: blends
ample shove with huge top-end power

Every car comes with its Alpina chassis
number on a plaque above the screen.
You won't find one on a standard 24

Mot gquite communicative enough, but
by no means bad - feels over-assisted
| and too light, especially at high speed

L ong-term test

Deep front skirt not to
everyone's taste, but at
least it's distinctive

Plenty of legroom for tall driver and
passenger, headroom okay with roof
up. Build guality exceptionally good

THE SOUND

A grunting burble at tickover, a crisp, |
high-pitched wail at revs: exhaust notes
don't get much better than this

ALPINA DETAILING
Some don't mind it, others hate it, but
either way, you have to live with it.
Make up your own mind, please

BLUE ALPINADIALS

A classic Alpina touch, but some of us
preferred the BMW originals. We can't
account for personal taste...

WHEELS

They seem a bit too bling at first, and
for several people, that slightly
tasteless feeling never went away
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ALPINA ROADSTER S

Manual gearbox rare for an Alpina; S makes the most of the Z4's styling

# unhappy and serious. That's 'unhap-
py becauseitisnt rewing, it scold and
needswarming, not ‘unhappy" because
it's not well-tuned - and there's a con-
dant underlying straight-six drone that
tdlsyouit isn't going to stall or stop or
messyou around. | remember that early
morning burble clearly now, three
months on, and Il never forget it.
Porsche 911 owners know the feding -
you fdl in love with the noise, and after
awhile any other sound just won't do -

*Althewhilethe
engnedoesits
WOrk, turningan
excellentroadster
ntoagreatone”

but I'd go as far as to say this car's
engine note is just as digtinctive and
appedingasadll's.

Describing everyday living with
this car isamatter of effectivey trans-
lding the incredible appea of that
engine. It givesyou plenty of torque at
dl points in the rev range, and in
that way is quite different in nature to
an M-divison unit. No, it doesn't quite
rev with the same brutal urgency, but
for some, torque and flexibility will
matter more.

And it suits the chassis very well
indeed. At 1320kg it's not a heavy car,
and weight distribution is near-perfect.
It's dso exceptiondly rigid, with very
little scuttle shake or flex.

Everything e seworkswith pleasing
BMW efficiency: nothing dropped df,
nothing went wrong, the car is comfort-

able, fairly spaciousand well-equipped.
Expensive, indeed, but for the sort of
people who can dford a car in this
price bracket, money isn't going to be
much of anissue.

Heating and ventilation is excellent,
even with the roof folded, and the
latter is fast-acting and watertight -
completely watertight - and the build
quality is pretty much flawless. The
gearchangeisdightly notchy but never
baulks, and even in treffic jams the car
isdocile, resting gently onitsdrivetrain
as it crawls dong a tickover, never
jerking or misbehaving. And al the
whilethe enginedoesitswork, turning
an excdlent little roadster into a truly
grest one.

Oneof best journeys| had in the car
was down the Ml on a summer's
evening, in farly heavy traffic. It wasn't
possible to make up much time by
barging from lane to lane, so | decided
to back right off and enjoy the sunset
and see what sort of fud economy
numbers | could rack up on the trip
computer, which weas very accurate.
The answer was 38.3mpg a a constant
60-65mph in sixth, with occasiona
bursts up to 80 or 85mph. No, it's not
the sort of driving you'd do regularly,
but what it demonstrated was the
engine's supreme efficiency, the quality
of itsengineering. | rarely achieved less
than 25mpg in normal driving, and dl
this with 300bhp on tap and rest to
100mphin 13scif you needed it.

Asyou've probably guessed, I'd rec-
ommend this car to anyone without
hesitation - in fact | have, more than
once, and the new owners seem to be
very pleased, the lucky people. If you
like the Z4's styling and prefer a front-
engined, rear-whed-driveroadster toa
mid-engined one, the Alpina S and its
wonderful powerplant lay waste to a
new Porsche Boxgter S. Pick the nega-
tivesout of that, if you please.

L ONQg-
[SPECIFICATIONS ]}

TEST STARTED 24.4.04

Mileage at start 1963
Mileage at end 12,844
PRICES

List price new (Lux) £42,850
List price now £42 850
Value now

Retail £37,500
Trade £34,500
Private £33,500
OPTIONS

Lux pack £3950

(Includes sat-nav, wind deflector, xenon
headlamps, cruise control and CD
multichanger)

FUEL CONSUMPTION

Urban 18.5mpg
Extra urban 40.9mpg
Combined 28.5mpg
Test average 27.6mpg
Real-world range 333 miles

SERVICE/RUNNING COSTS
Price of oil service
{excl VAT)

Labour rates

(approx, excl VAT)

£90 per hour (Nottingham)
Parts costs

(excluding VAT and fitting)
Front brake disc (pair) £100.00,front
wing (unpainted) £144.68, front bumper
(unpainted) £376.17, door mirror £213.16
Tyres

235/35 ZR19 Michelin Pilot Sport front,
265/35 ZR19 rear

£233.82 (235/35) and £338.18 (265/35)
each from Sytner, Nottingham (inc VAT)
Monthly contract hire rate na
COz output 238g/km
Company car tax rate 29 per cent

£202.00

INSURANCE (group 20)
35-year-old single male,

clean licence £860

term test

COSTS OVER 10,881 MILES

Fuel £1448
0il none
Service costs £202.00
Tyres none
Repair costs none
Total running costs £1650
Running costs per mile 15.1p
Depreciation £5000 (approx)
Cost per mile, including
depreciation 61.1p
PERFORMANCE

Top speed 169mph
0-62mph 5.1sec
0-100mph 13.0sec
0-140mph 27.9sec
30-70mph 4.8sec
50-TOmph (4th) 4.5sec
50-TOmph (6th) T.0sec

DEALER

Service from the Autocar office’s local
BMW dealer, Coopers of Thames Ditton,
London, was exemplary. A replacement
car was offered, along with a pick-up
and drop off service, and we were met
by a member of staff on arrival at the
dealership, both at drop-off and
pickup. Treatment on the phone was
always courteous and prompt.

This is a busy dealership, with a lot
of traffic, but you always get the
impression that customer care and
service is the very highest priority.
Which is probably the main reason for
Coopers' success.

DEPRECIATION

There are very few used examples of
this car available in the UK, so it's hard
to put a definitive price on it and to
calculate its depreciation. This car was
sold late in 2004 for £37,500 from a
dealer, and official Alpina dealer Sytner
of Nottingham is offering a discount on
a limited number of new cars, which
are available now for under £40,000.

Handing the Roadster's keys back to Sytner of Nottingham, the car's keeper,
was a fairly upsetting experience, but to have been given the opportunity to
live with it for a few months was a rare honour, and one that was appreciated
by everyone who climbed aboard. You'll pay £31,650 for a standard 3.0 Z4
with no extras, and £38,000 for the basic 3.4 Alpina Roadster S. For that
premium you get a lot more than just an extra 70bhp, 400cc and a few bits of
body kit - you get the exclusivity of the Alpina badge, and a profound
transformation in the car's character. The engineers at Alpina are proud of the
work they do with BMW powerplants, and rightly so - many of the cleverest
details on standard BMW engines were developed by Alpina in the first place.
The straight six in this Roadster S is a living, breathing example of their genius.
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